BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK 

STRATEGIC TOURISM PARTNERSHIP

Minutes of meeting Tuesday 13th March 2007
Present:  John Hayes (PAVO), Carole Paish (Trade), Pavel Vitek (Trade), Punch Maughan (Brecon Beacons Tourism),  Peter Tyldesley (BBNPA), Chris Shearman (Brecon Action), Lisa Bancroft (CCC), Gill Bilsborough (CCW), Val Hawkins (MWT), Dee Reynolds (TPMW).
Apologies: Mark Soanes (Trade), Nicola Smith (MCC), Suzanna van Eaghen (CCC), Alysson Tippings (BGCBC), Liz Daniels (Trade), Hilary Davies (YHA).
1. Minutes  The minutes of the December meeting were approved.
2. Geopark - Alan Bowring, Geopark Development Officer, gave a presentation on the development of the Fforest Fawr Geopark and expressed a wish to work together with businesses and other partners in taking this work forwards.  He had only been in post for three months but looked forward to developing strong local links.  The Pontneddfechan Geopark Information Centre had been set up in partnership with Neath Port Talbot CBC and an Aggregates Levy bid submitted in order to develop interpretation here, in the Waterfalls area and across the Geopark.
Over the past 3 months, signs at Llyn y Fan Fach and Garn Goch had been commissioned, pop-up panels printed and an educational week at Craig y Nos established.  Geopark Week and the Geopark website were both under development and a programme of engagement of local businesses and partners put in place.  An early priority would be to meet Carmarthenshire CC, CTA and Heart of Wales Line.

3. Conference This would be held this year on Thurs 29th March at the Castle Hotel, Brecon.  Comments that this was too late in the year were noted and earlier planning would be put in place for 2008.  The development of the Tourism Strategy had delayed the ability to do this in 2007.
4. Breathing Spaces branding The project was now complete and the branding was in use by the NPA – most prominently in the new look Visitor Guide.  Non-commercial partners were being encouraged to use the brand and it would be rolled to them over the summer.  Use by business partners needed more work to establish what criteria would be used but the timetable for this would allow convergence with similar discussions under the Charter.  It was to be hoped that these two processes could be combined.  It was noted that the dissemination of the brand would have to be carefully controlled to avoid dilution of the brand.  It could be linked to Welcome Host and Brecon Beacons Ambassador concepts.
5. Charter Application  The application had been submitted and we would be have a visit from a verifier in May.  
6. Partnership Development  
· The development of the Partnership in line with the Strategy was proceeding.  RJT had met both Powys Assn Of Voluntary Organisations and Brecon Beacons Park Society and PAVO was represented at this meeting.  BBPS would take the idea of them joining to their committee.  
· DR was meeting with PAVO/CAVO to discuss TPMW support for community groups and volunteer training. 

· Events would be coordinated via BBT and MWT websites

· CCW saw their role as assisting with encouragement of conservation related programmes as well as Codes of Conduct,  Nature Reserve/SSSI management, and grants for appropriate projects.

· It was agreed that Trade Representatives would stay on the Partnership for 2 years before being eligable for re-election.  Liz Daniels and Kieth Lee were standing down and Punch Maughan now represented BBT so that there were three places available for election at the conference.
· It was suggested that a list of tourism groups within the National Park be drawn up and included on the database.  Ideas for inclusion were put forward a preliminary list  is attached.  
7. BBNPA Tourism Work Programme 2006/7   This had been largely completed but with some carry over of projects into 2007/8.
8. BBNPA Tourism Work Programme 2007/8  A work programme based on provisional budgets and using the former Strategy headings was presented and approved.
9. AOB
· A request was made for earlier notification of meetings and meeting papers.  RJT agreed to try and achieve this.

· It was agreed that it would be useful to have a presentation from Ruth Nicholson (Visitor Services Manager) on the work of her section and how it related to tourism.

· A presentation on Beacons Bus was requested and agreed.

· It was suggested that the literature distribution to businesses should be accompanied by a letter explaining what they were for.

· A presentation on Rights of Way/Access was requested.
10. Dates of Next Meetings 
Tues 26th June 2007

Tues 2nd October 2007

Tues 11th December 2007

All at BBNPA offices unless otherwise advised (June meeting subsequently moved to  National Park Visitor Centre).
